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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re patent application of 
Abort et aK 

Serial No,: 09/808,067 Group Art Unit: 2505 

Filing Date: March 14, 2001 Examiner: Jarrett, Scott L. 

For: ECONOMIC SUPPLY OPTIMIZATION SYSTEM 

Commissioner of Patents 
P,0, Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

Under the provisions of 37 CFR § 1 ,97 through §1 .99 and pursuant to applicants' duty 
of disclosure under 37 CFR §1 .56, applicants respectfully bring the following documents, 
listed on the attached form PTO-1449> to the attention of the Examiner in charge of the 
above-identified application. Copies of the listed documents are provided herewith for the 
convenience of the Examiner. This citation does not constitute an admission that the 
references are relevant or material to the claims. They are only cited as constituting related 
art of which the applicants are aware. 

It Is respectfully requested that the listed references be considered by the Examiner 
and formally made of record in this application. 

Please charge any deficiencies in fees and credit any overpayment of fees to 
Attorney's Deposit Account No. 50-05 10. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Konstantina M. Katcheves 
* I Registration No. 54,818 

Date: <Zhh fot* 

Gibb LP. Law Firm, LLC 
2568-A Riva Road, Suite 304 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(410) 573-1528 
Customer No. 29154 
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Substitute for form 14-49A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary; 



v: 



Complete If Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/80$,0S7 



March 14. 2001 



Abbott etal. 



2505 



Jarret Scott L. 



Sheet 



of 1 



Attorney Docket Number 



YOR920000681US1 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 

No.' 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applfcantflnventor 
or Cited Document 


Date or Publication of 
Cited Document 

MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 


*m.>mka« Kind Coc 
N,;mbaf ctfunow 


"> 






















































































U.S. PATENT PUBLICATIONS 


Examiner 
Initials- 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name Of Patentee or Applicant/Inventor 
Of Cited Document 


Date Of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns. Unas. 
Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 


Number / lfkn0Vvn) 























































































FOREJGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Foreign Patent Number 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant/Inventor of Cited 
Document 


Date of Publication 

Of Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 


T° 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Kind Cod© 5 
Office 3 Number (ff Known) 





























































































OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initiate' 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name or the author (in CAPtTAl LETTERS), title of article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), data, pagefs), volume-issue number^}, 
publisher, city and/or country where published 








Fasano et aL "Optimizing Reverse Logistics Scenarios: A Cost-Benefit Study Using IBM's WIT 
Tool", Proceedings of the 2002 IEEE Symposium on Electronics and the Environment, 2002 








Veerakamolmal. et al. "Cost-benefit Study of Consumer Product Take-back Programs Using IBM's 
WTT Reverse Logistics Optimization Tool", Proceedings of the SPIE International Conference on 
Environmentally Conscious Manufacturing (Vol. 4569), 157- 166, 2001. 





Examiner 


1 Bate 




Signature 


Considered 


I 



* EXAMINER; initial If reference considered, Whether or not ctetlon Is in conformance with MPEP BQ9. Draw line through citation lr not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy Of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Petent Documents. 3 Enter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent documenL Kind of document by the appropriate symbofe as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 1 Applicant is to 
place b check mark here if English language Translation Is attached. 
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